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night, and that was three in the morning, I did divert
her a little. 1 slipped Pain into her lap, and then taxed her
with having it there. She was quite confounded; buifc
taking it up, saw he had a telescope in his hand, which
I had drawn, and that the card, which was split, and just
waxed together, contained these lines:

Ye simple astronomers, lay by your glasses;

The transit of Venus6 has proved you all asses:

Your telescopes signify nothing to scan it;

'Tis not meant in the clouds, 'tis not meant of a planet:

The seer who foretold it mistook or deceives us,

For Venus's transit is when Grafton leaves us.

I don't send your Ladyship these verses as good, but to show
you that all gallantry does not centre at the Hague.

I wish I could tell you that Stanley and Bussy, by
'crossing over and figuring in, had forwarded the Peace. It
is no more made than Belleisle is taken. However, I flatter
myself that you will not stay abroad till you return for the
Coronation, which is ordered for the beginning of October.
I don't care to tell you how lovely the season is; how my
acacias are powdered with flowers, and my hay just in its
picturesque moment. Do they ever make any other hay
in Holland than bulrushes in ditches ? My new buildings
rise so swiftly, that I shall not have a shilling left, so far
from giving commissions on Amsterdam. When I have
made my house soMg that I don't know what to do with it,
and am entirely undone, f propose, slike King Pyrrhus7, who
took such a roundabout way ,to a bowl of punch, to sit down
and enjoy myself; but with this difference, that it is better

6 The transit of Venus took place     should have conquered the world,

on June 6, 1761.                                 replied that he proposed to pass his

...   7 A reference to an anecdote re-     time in feasting1 and pleasure; where-

lated by Plutarch in   his Life of    upon Cineas asked Pyrrhus why he

Pyrrhus, King of Epirus.   Pyrrhus,     did not take his ease at once, instead

when asked  by his friend Cineas     of first undergoing the toils and

what he intended to do when he     perils of war ?
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